20060807.ba v03_n944.bam.20060807

>From ???@??? Sun Aug  6 21:06:01 2006 -0500
Date: Mon,  7 Aug 2006 02:04:44 GMT
From: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 3944
Message-Id: <20060807020445.7FCC31B8178@srvr1.theporch.com>

			    BOATANCHORS Digest 3944

Topics covered in this issue include:

  1) Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
	by Richard Post <postr@ohiou.edu>
  2) Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
	by Buzz <muttman@charter.net>
  3) Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
	by "Tom Rauch" <w8ji@contesting.com>
  4) Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
	by "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net>
  5) Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
	by "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net>
  6) Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
	by "David Stinson" <arc5@ix.netcom.com>
  7) Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
	by Scott Robinson <spr@earthlink.net>
  8) RE: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
	by "Ed Santavicca" <aa8tv@sbcglobal.net>
  9) Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
	by "Paul Christensen" <w9ac@arrl.net>
 10) Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
	by Scott Robinson <spr@earthlink.net>
 11) Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
	by W4UOC@aol.com
 12) RE: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
	by "Bill Hawkins" <bill@iaxs.net>
 13) RE: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
	by "Rodger" <WQ9E@dtnspeed.net>
 14) Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
	by john <johnmb@nc.rr.com>
 15) Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
	by "Sandy W5TVW" <ebjr@i-55.com>
 16) RE: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
	by "Howard Weeks" <weeksh@bellsouth.net>
 17) RE: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
	by "tfrobase" <tfrobase@kitparts.com>
 18) RE: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
	by John Dilks K2TQN <oldradio@worldnet.att.net>
 19) Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
	by "J.D. Mac Aulay, WQ8U" <jmac6235@yahoo.com>

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Mime-Version: 1.0
Message-Id: <p05210600c0fbc8fd71e9@[192.168.1.101]>
Date: Sun, 6 Aug 2006 12:33:14 -0400
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: Richard Post <postr@ohiou.edu>
Subject: Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" ; format="flowed"

No need to throw it away. Here's what I did to the one on my DX-60. 
See picture on bottom of page.

<http://oak.cats.ohiou.edu/~postr/bapix/DX60.htm>

Rich KB8TAD

At 10:47 AM -0400 8/6/06, Tom Rauch wrote:
>>Cut them off and throw them away!  They are not worth the risk. 
>>Death is eternal.
>
>Why are they deadly?
>
>When you remove the fused plug, what do you do?

------------------------------
From: Buzz <muttman@charter.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
Date: Sun, 06 Aug 2006 10:23:05 -0700
Message-ID: <p89cd2988uct20grd2atjvrasj69f7nd9i@4ax.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable


I'm 68 years old so I like living life on the edge.  I have two of these =
plugs
that I use as widow makers.

Buzz



On Sun, 06 Aug 2006 08:23:53 -0400, you wrote:
>
>Cut them off and throw them away!  They are not worth the=20
>risk.  Death is eternal.
>
>At 07:44 AM 8/6/2006, you wrote:
>>I have purchased several for my old Heathkit gear that used the fused  =
plug.
>>Go to a Farm Supply store.  They are still sold to fuse Electric Fence
>>Chargers.
>>
>>Tom Koch W4UOC

------------------------------
Message-ID: <010d01c6b98e$2e185900$640fa8c0@radioroom>
From: "Tom Rauch" <w8ji@contesting.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
Date: Sun, 6 Aug 2006 15:25:34 -0400
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	format=flowed;
	charset="iso-8859-1";
	reply-type=response
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I received several replies.

I agree that a three wire cord is best, but it isn't 
required in many pieces of gear.

Let's assume we have a short that blows a line fuse, and the 
line is fused on both sides.

There isn't any reasonable case I can think of where the 
neutral side could open and make the chassis hot. The only 
side that will blow with a line to chassis fault is the 
fused side on the hot line terminal. The neutral side might 
blow during an across-the-line fault, but the chassis would 
not be involved and no hazard would exist.

National electrical codes require any ground rods outside 
our shacks to be bonded to the power and utility entrance 
ground. I'd bet very few people do that, and not bonding the 
shack ground to the utility ground is a far bigger safety 
issue. I'd bet money many people don't even wire chassis 
mount fuse holders correctly. I gutted a Hygain rotor box to 
make a new controller, and the first thing I noticed was the 
center pin of the fuse holder went to the transformer and 
switch instead of  the hot mains lead, and the hot mains 
lead went to the outer cap connection pin!! If I leaned on 
the chassis while replacing a fuse I could easily hit the 
power line connection while contacting ground.

Understand I'm not disagreeing that a three wire cord is 
safer, I just don't agree that the two wire fused plug is 
anywhere near the lethal sword hanging over our heads of a 
half dozen or more other common flaws.

Rather than cut my gear all up, remove the B+ muting lines 
on receivers, rewire the keying system to remove the 75 
volts or more, rewire the antenna relay connections so they 
don't have 120 volts, and get rid of the ungrounded metal 
shells on connectors that are rated at a few hundred volts 
but carry over 1000 volts peak.... I try to use common sense 
and not handle any wiring when the mains power is on. I 
don't need any more shock therapy, I've already 
disassociated with all the sane people in this country too 
much.

I figure we need a little weeding out anyway. There are so 
many safeguards Darwin's theory quit having an effect and we 
can't even get a good political candidate. I vote for a 
boatanchor in every classroom, factory stock. Remove those 
airbags. Get rid of those third brakelights. We need to 
start filtering again.

73 Tom 

------------------------------
Message-ID: <002a01c6b990$89bcaa70$a9e47443@KB6NAX>
From: "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
Date: Sun, 6 Aug 2006 12:43:00 -0700
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

> ......They are still sold to fuse Electric Fence Chargers.

And then can be used to power ham radio operator chargers!

As the saying goes, "here we go again!"  The purpose of a fuse is ***fire
protection***, not prevention of electric shock to humans, animals or ham
radio operators.  The fuse is there to prevent equipment from catching on
fire and consequently burning a dwelling down, etc.  A hot chassis can cause
a fire if current can find a path to ground, such as when located on a damp
surface.  A fuse is not likely to blow in such a circumstance so one has to
wonder what good a fuse is in preventing the latter two hazards.  A hot
chassis can also be a shock hazard and the amount of current likely to kill
won't likely blow a fuse either.

The purpose of three wire grounding cords is to prevent electric shock.
Presumably when equipment is plugged into a three wire outlet it is properly
grounded and therefore the previously mentioned latter two hazards are
eliminated.  The problem with grounding cords is they are not very reliable.
In addition many dwellings contain deteriorated wiring and outlets, and some
even miswired.  Thus there is no magic device solution to preventing fire or
electric shock.

Using a polarized plug under unreliable conditions is more a practice of
fools in Paradise than true safety practices.  The quesion begging to be
answered is how to insure comprehensive and reliable electrical safety
conditions.  A thorough evaluation of one's dwelling electrical utilities is
called for.  That is a subject for those who study nad make use of community
building codes and electrical safety standards.

So all of the palaver about fused plugs is essentially useless and can be
misleading to the uninformed.  Equipment, in addition to being properly
fused must be reliably grounded.  The job does not start at the end of a
piece of zip cord.

Arden Allen
KB6NAX

------------------------------
Message-ID: <003801c6b991$530b16f0$a9e47443@KB6NAX>
From: "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
Date: Sun, 6 Aug 2006 12:48:36 -0700
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

> ...We need to 
> start filtering again.

Them's my sediments too.

Arden

------------------------------
Message-ID: <000901c6b99b$cc4cea20$6a0d9845@262ul>
From: "David Stinson" <arc5@ix.netcom.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
Date: Sun, 6 Aug 2006 16:03:41 -0500
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

> ...  A hot
> chassis can also be a shock hazard and the amount of current likely to
kill
> won't likely blow a fuse either....

I had fun with the classic Halli S-38C repair I did yesterday night.
Turn over the plug and 120 VAC direct to ground.  OUCH.
One wonders what a liability lawyer would do to Hallicrafters
if they were still around...

------------------------------
Mime-Version: 1.0
Message-Id: <p06230903c0fc13a237ae@[192.168.1.2]>
Date: Sun, 6 Aug 2006 14:46:37 -0700
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: Scott Robinson <spr@earthlink.net>
Subject: Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" ; format="flowed"

Folks,

I only use these for my Death Wires (mains plug cord with clips on 
the other end). Otherwise, I don't like them much.

/scott

------------------------------
From: "Ed Santavicca" <aa8tv@sbcglobal.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: RE: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
Date: Sun, 6 Aug 2006 17:49:28 -0400
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="us-ascii"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
Message-Id: <20060806214927.7380B1B80D8@srvr1.theporch.com>

There was a good reason Heath used the dual fused plugs back then. In the
1950's you were never sure which one of those two prongs were hot. Fusing
them both was the safest thing to do. With the chassis of your rig connected
to a cold water pipe through a 10-gage wire, any excessive current draw from
the rig will blow a fuse, preventing a fire. With the chassis firmly placed
at earth ground, there is no shock hazard either, regardless of which fuse
blows.

Today's home wiring is a bit more predictable, but I would check every
outlet with a DVM before plugging ANYTHING in. Trust no one!

73, Ed - AA8TV

------------------------------
Message-ID: <015701c6b9a2$aea5f4b0$72163405@Dorm>
From: "Paul Christensen" <w9ac@arrl.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
Date: Sun, 6 Aug 2006 17:52:58 -0400
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	format=flowed;
	charset="iso-8859-1";
	reply-type=original
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

> No need to throw it away. Here's what I did to the one on my DX-60. See
> picture on bottom of page.

I just reviewed the DX-60 schematic from the BAMA web site.  In order for
an open neutral fuse to present a problem, leakage from either (i) the power
transformer to chassis; (ii) the neutral bypass capacitor to chassis (either 
C40 or C41 - not
clear which is actually neutral on the schematic); or (iii) an event like  a 
+HV arc to chassis fault is required.
>From what I can see, neutral does not normally come in contact with the
DX-60 chassis, unlike some linear amplifiers of the same vintage.

So, if the neutral fuse were to open and leakage existed from the AC line
via the transformer, AC line bypass cap, or if a mass fault to chassis 
occurs, then it creates a condition where
the chassis becomes hot and the AC line completes its path through other
connections normally tied to the DX-60, like the SO-239 which may at some
point be grounded via the coax outer conductor.

Probably the most reasonable alternative to a three-wire line cord (and
notwithstanding current NEC regulations) is to simply connect a reliable
ground wire to the chassis of the DX-60 and be done with it.  Then if the
neutral fuse does open, and a neutral fault condition exists, at least a 
low-resistance to
ground path is available to bleed of the majority of current, although some 
current
can still flow through other chassis-mounted connectors on the DX-60.

That said, the best and safest alternative is to remove and bypass the use
of the neutral fuse, and add the permanent ground wire by using a new 3-wire
AC line cord.

Paul, W9AC

------------------------------
Mime-Version: 1.0
Message-Id: <p06230904c0fc13ee499c@[192.168.1.2]>
Date: Sun, 6 Aug 2006 14:55:01 -0700
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: Scott Robinson <spr@earthlink.net>
Subject: Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" ; format="flowed"

Folks,

I might be more in favor of 3 wire U-ground cords everywhere if my 
house or anywhere else I go except work contained a majority of 
grounded outlets. There are exactly two such outlets in my house, one 
of which I installed at the washing machine. It's not grounded as the 
code specifies, but to the adjacent water pipe so that I don't get 
zapped on the washing machine. The other is in the kitchen and I have 
no idea how it's grounded. Most of the rest of the house has U-ground 
outlets so you can plug stuff in without a hassle. This house was 
built in 1947, and is wired with 2 conductor Romex. Unfortunately, 
the wiring is run in the space between the ceiling and the roof, all 
of 8 inches high and so entirely inaccessible. My previous house was 
built in 1925 and was wired with knob-and-tube, most of which is now 
fortunately abandoned. All the new wiring I put in there is of course 
grounded.

If you are on this list, you ought to have a basic understanding of 
electricity and be OK in an as-built environment such as Arden 
discussed, so long as you keep your wits about you. Think first, live 
longer!

Regards,

Scott

------------------------------
From: W4UOC@aol.com
Message-ID: <c07.5449bc.3207c018@aol.com>
Date: Sun, 6 Aug 2006 17:58:48 EDT
Subject: Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: multipart/alternative; boundary="-----------------------------1154901528"


-------------------------------1154901528
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I am so sorry that I even mentioned the fuzed plugs!
 
I was just answering a question, on the list, from a person who wanted to  
buy some!
 
It will be a cold day in Hell before I ever respond to a request for help  on 
this list nor bother using it as well.
 
When I service a rig and need to have it connected to the mains I use an  
isolation transformer anyway.  I learned that with AC/DC sets almost 50  years 
ago when I was first got into this hobby.  I also have at least  10 various 
Heathkit rigs, scopes, etc that all have the fused plugs.  I'm  65 and still 
kicking!
 
73
 
Tom Koch - W4UOC

-------------------------------1154901528
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
*         ---REMAINDER OF MESSAGE TRUNCATED---            *
*     This post contains a forbidden message format       *
*  (such as an attached file, a v-card, HTML formatting)  *
*    Mail Lists at theporch.com only accept PLAIN TEXT    *
* If your postings display this message your mail program *
* is not set to send PLAIN TEXT ONLY and needs adjusting  *
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

-------------------------------1154901528--

------------------------------
From: "Bill Hawkins" <bill@iaxs.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: RE: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
Date: Sun, 6 Aug 2006 17:46:34 -0500
Message-ID: <000301c6b9aa$2b9260b0$0300a8c0@cyrus>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="us-ascii"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Tom,

This is nothing compared to discussions of old equipment
with line filters and ground fault interrupting outlets.

You did a good thing when you gave us a source. No one
has personally criticized you, have they? If they did,
they are on the fringes of the group that reads this
list. You need to tolerate them in order to enjoy life,
just as you have to tolerate extremes if you watch the
news.

Everybody has learned about electrical safety in their
own way. People who can't analyze what they've learned
can't handle any deviation from what they know. That's
a human failing that affects many things in life.

Don't take it personally. Sleep well tonight.

Regards,
Bill Hawkins


-----Original Message-----
From: W4UOC@aol.com

I am so sorry that I even mentioned the fuzed plugs!
 
I was just answering a question, on the list, from a person who wanted to
buy some!
 
It will be a cold day in Hell before I ever respond to a request for help
on this list nor bother using it as well.
 
Tom Koch - W4UOC

------------------------------
From: "Rodger" <WQ9E@dtnspeed.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: RE: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
Date: Sun, 6 Aug 2006 18:14:54 -0500
Message-ID: <000001c6b9ae$20ad3c70$8401640a@D1JXNQ31>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="us-ascii"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

Hi Tom and list members,

I was aware of the plug source but many on the list probably are not so =
on
behalf of those who needed the info, a big THANK YOU!

Realistically, if someone wants a higher level of safety, then boat =
anchor
rigs in general must be avoided.  Capacitors store HV charges and =
bleeders
do open, large tubes (CRT's in particular) can implode, the oil in the
capacitor is suspect, mercury vapor is probably not good to inhale if an =
866
or 872 has an issue, some chassis have cadmium plating, and God forbid =
you
come in contact with an 0A2 that has a radioactive isotope added to =
insure
ionization.  And of course the list of "potential" hazards is probably
infinite.  I also do woodworking and there is no way to make power (or =
even
hand tools) completely safe but a thoughtful user rarely gets into =
trouble.
I also have 4.5 acres of grounds and I can assure you that there are =
many
ways to get injured or killed using my Deere tractor, mowers, and =
loader.
One look at the graphic warning label showing someone wrapped around the =
PTO
shaft on the tractor erases any doubts that danger exists.

However, if we observe the basic safety precautions that we all know (or
should know!) then boat anchors are not inordinately dangerous.  I have =
to
agree with Tom Rauch's view that if the level of safety precautions we =
now
seem to need are REALLY needed by our society then we do have some =
issues.
I am a Professor of Marketing and many years ago I casually collected =
some
of the safety warnings that came with products.  One of my favorites was =
an
early Panasonic printer which cautioned, "For mister printer to be most
happy please do not drown him in the water..."  Recently, I bought a =
little
battery powered plane from Harbor Freight for my daughter.  Although =
they
stress the need for safety glasses when assembling and using the product =
and
warn you not to drink the glue I do wonder about the "charging" system.
There is a small Lithium Ion cell in the plane charged by 4 AA batteries
which are temporarily connected to charge it.  You are instructed to
disconnect the AA batteries when the cell in the plane grows too hot...

I do practice reasonable safety with my boat anchor radios.  The old =
advice
still applies, the first connection to be made and the last to be =
removed is
a good ground (assuming it is not an AC/DC piece of gear which ought to =
be
on an isolation transformer).  Several Hallicrafters radios which came
without fuses now have them (in line under chassis, no drilling-if the =
fuse
does blow the radio should come out of its cabinet for a check-up =
anyway).
My HT-19 has proper covers on the rear terminals now, as I received it =
there
were 4 binding posts on the back with shorting links for the screen and
plate supplies with no shield or cover.  These were designed for easy
addition of an external modulator and the plate lead has around 1200 =
volts
on it; there is no sign that any sort of cover was ever mounted though I
would be amazed if Halli sent a unit out with this design.=20

I have a Science Fair Globe Patrol, the first receiver I ever "built" =
(kit).
It is powered by 4 C cells and only weighs a few pounds so even dropping =
it
on my foot wouldn't do serious damage.  It is the only electronic piece =
of
gear I might work on after having a Bourbon and coke (or two), wearing
jewelry, and concentrating on something other than what I am doing.  For =
the
other gear, I will continue to be careful!

73 to all,
Rodger WQ9E

> -----Original Message-----
> From: owner-boatanchors@theporch.com [mailto:owner-
> boatanchors@theporch.com] On Behalf Of W4UOC@aol.com
> Sent: Sunday, August 06, 2006 4:59 PM
> To: Old Tube Radios
> Subject: Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
>=20
> I am so sorry that I even mentioned the fuzed plugs!
>=20
> I was just answering a question, on the list, from a person who wanted =
to
> buy some!
>=20
> It will be a cold day in Hell before I ever respond to a request for =
help
> on
> this list nor bother using it as well.
>=20
> When I service a rig and need to have it connected to the mains I use =
an
> isolation transformer anyway.  I learned that with AC/DC sets almost =
50
> years
> ago when I was first got into this hobby.  I also have at least  10
> various
> Heathkit rigs, scopes, etc that all have the fused plugs.  I'm  65 and
> still
> kicking!
>=20
> 73
>=20
> Tom Koch - W4UOC

------------------------------
Message-Id: <6.2.1.2.2.20060806194145.02346800@pop-server.nc.rr.com>
Date: Sun, 06 Aug 2006 19:44:28 -0400
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: john <johnmb@nc.rr.com>
Subject: Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii; format=flowed

At 03:25 PM 8/6/2006, Tom Rauch wrote:

>Understand I'm not disagreeing that a three wire cord is safer, I just 
>don't agree that the two wire fused plug is anywhere near the lethal sword 
>hanging over our heads of a half dozen or more other common flaws.

Amen!

>Rather than cut my gear all up, remove the B+ muting lines on receivers, 
>rewire the keying system to remove the 75 volts or more, rewire the 
>antenna relay connections so they don't have 120 volts, and get rid of the 
>ungrounded metal shells on connectors that are rated at a few hundred 
>volts but carry over 1000 volts peak.... I try to use common sense and not 
>handle any wiring when the mains power is on.

Amen**2

Likewise, a good chassis ground  for all gear, falls into the "common 
sense" category.

>  Remove those airbags. Get rid of those third brakelights. We need to 
> start filtering again.

Removing a few liability lawyers from the gene pool would also help.

John K5MO





-- 
No virus found in this outgoing message.
Checked by AVG Free Edition.
Version: 7.1.394 / Virus Database: 268.10.7/409 - Release Date: 8/4/2006

------------------------------
Message-ID: <000301c6b9b2$765a8980$4ba3cdd1@s0023531634>
From: "Sandy W5TVW" <ebjr@i-55.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
Date: Sun, 6 Aug 2006 18:42:55 -0500
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I have no problem with fused plugs if used intellingently!  Anyone who has a
"death cable" (AC plug on one end, Meuller #60 alligator clips on other end)
will appreciate the fused plug concept.  It's mainly a question of being aware
of WHICH leg goes to the "hot" side of the AC line!
In regards outlets....old or new or whatever!.....TRUST NO ONE!
Check the outlet yourself and see which side is hot and which is neutral!
Don't even rely on "white is neutral, black is hot".  Don't trust the electrician
that wired your house, they are human and sometimes make mistakes!
If you don't own a multimeter that will measure AC volts, you have no 
business working on the gear!  Digital DVM's are too cheap nowadays!

As ARRL USED to say:  "Switch to safety!"  (Do they still do that?)

73,

Sandy W5TVW
----- Original Message ----- 
From: <W4UOC@aol.com>
To: "Old Tube Radios" <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Sent: Sunday, August 06, 2006 4:58 PM
Subject: Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs


| I am so sorry that I even mentioned the fuzed plugs!
|  
| I was just answering a question, on the list, from a person who wanted to  
| buy some!
|  
| It will be a cold day in Hell before I ever respond to a request for help  on 
| this list nor bother using it as well.
|  
| When I service a rig and need to have it connected to the mains I use an  
| isolation transformer anyway.  I learned that with AC/DC sets almost 50  years 
| ago when I was first got into this hobby.  I also have at least  10 various 
| Heathkit rigs, scopes, etc that all have the fused plugs.  I'm  65 and still 
| kicking!
|  
| 73
|  
| Tom Koch - W4UOC
| 


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------


No virus found in this incoming message.
Checked by AVG Free Edition.
Version: 7.1.394 / Virus Database: 268.10.7/410 - Release Date: 8/5/2006

------------------------------
From: "Howard Weeks" <weeksh@bellsouth.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Date: Sun, 06 Aug 2006 19:46:52 -0400
MIME-Version: 1.0
Subject: RE: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
Message-ID: <44D6472C.18201.65F2C1@weeksh.bellsouth.net>
Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT
Content-description: Mail message body

I agree totally!

There is only one useful safety rule - think before you act!

Otherwise, stay away from it.

Has kept me in one piece through a lifetime of two wire cords,  fuzed 
plugs, HV, guns and a ton of other things that are lethal.

I haven't grounded a ham rig since 1955..living on the edge I guess!

Howard K5JCP



On 6 Aug 2006 at 18:14, Rodger wrote:

> Hi Tom and list members,
> 
> I was aware of the plug source but many on the list probably are not
> so on
> behalf of those who needed the info, a big THANK YOU!
> 
> Realistically, if someone wants a higher level of safety, then boat
> anchor
> rigs in general must be avoided.  

------------------------------
From: "tfrobase" <tfrobase@kitparts.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: RE: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
Date: Sun, 6 Aug 2006 19:07:01 -0500
Message-ID: <015a01c6b9b5$6cb777a0$0c01010a@kitparts.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="us-ascii"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I have no problem with fused plugs if used intellingently!  "Anyone who has
a "death cable" (AC plug on one end, Meuller #60 alligator clips on other
end) will appreciate the fused plug concept." 

Take me back to my youth, we always had one of those on the bench, but I was
invincible then ... Tom, N3LLL

------------------------------
Message-Id: <6.2.3.4.0.20060806202218.03ebbaa8@ipostoffice.worldnet.att.net>
Date: Sun, 06 Aug 2006 20:25:50 -0400
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: John Dilks K2TQN <oldradio@worldnet.att.net>
Subject: RE: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed


I have the feeling that eventually I will be almost alone on 
here.  One-by-one you will eliminate yourselves - unfortunately.

73, John

At 08:07 PM 8/6/2006, you wrote:
>I have no problem with fused plugs if used intellingently!  "Anyone who has
>a "death cable" (AC plug on one end, Meuller #60 alligator clips on other
>end) will appreciate the fused plug concept."
>
>Take me back to my youth, we always had one of those on the bench, but I was
>invincible then ... Tom, N3LLL

------------------------------
Message-ID: <20060807020417.28069.qmail@web54604.mail.yahoo.com>
Date: Sun, 6 Aug 2006 19:04:17 -0700 (PDT)
From: "J.D. Mac Aulay, WQ8U" <jmac6235@yahoo.com>
Subject: Re: [samrc] Fused AC Power Plugs
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: multipart/alternative; boundary="0-1481481180-1154916257=:28055"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit

--0-1481481180-1154916257=:28055
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit

Tom,
No need to apologize - you have done a good service for many of us - whether we realize it or not.
  I am a believer in grounding every cabinet/chassis to a common ground in the shack.
  Three pin plugs and fused plugs are all part of the equipment we enjoy; just keep all the cabinets at the same ground and things are good.
   
  73
  Mac
  WQ8U
  Hillsb orough, NC

W4UOC@aol.com wrote:
  I am so sorry that I even mentioned the fuzed plugs!

I was just answering a question, on the list, from a person who wanted to 
buy some!

It will be a cold day in Hell before I ever respond to a request for help on 
this list nor bother using it as well.

When I service a rig and need to have it connected to the mains I use an 
isolation transformer anyway. I learned that with AC/DC sets almost 50 years 
ago when I was first got into this hobby. I also have at least 10 various 
Heathkit rigs, scopes, etc that all have the fused plugs. I'm 65 and still 
kicking!

73

Tom Koch - W4UOC


--0-1481481180-1154916257=:28055
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
*         ---REMAINDER OF MESSAGE TRUNCATED---            *
*     This post contains a forbidden message format       *
*  (such as an attached file, a v-card, HTML formatting)  *
*    Mail Lists at theporch.com only accept PLAIN TEXT    *
* If your postings display this message your mail program *
* is not set to send PLAIN TEXT ONLY and needs adjusting  *
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

--0-1481481180-1154916257=:28055--

------------------------------

End of BOATANCHORS Digest 3944
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